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PhD Speed-up? 


By Ben Schenck 


Faculty reaction to a New York ''Tirrf s'’ ar- 
ticle decrying the present master's and doctoral 
degi'ee programs in the nation’s colleges and uni- 
versities showed general agreement with t|e sen- 
timent of the article, and presented several pro- 
posals for solving the problem. 

The article, written by Benjamin Fine m the 
March 2 issue, said that one of the major n asons 
for the present growing shortage of schofol and 
college teachers lay in me inability or unv|0]ing- 
ness of prospective teachers to spend die neces- 
sary time to procure a doctor of philoso]^iy de- 
gree. ! 

Fine refered to the annual report of the Pres- 
ident of Smith College, Dr. Benjamin F. #right, 
which reported that the work for a Ph. D, is not 
completed, in many ceases, until ten to fifteen 
years after graduation from college. 


E7nphasis on Research 


Fine attributed to Wright, with other, jirom- 
inent educators, the complaint that ‘foo much 
emphasis is placed upon the research or thesis 
side of the Ph. D.” and that “the Ph. D. pp>gram 
is often too rigid and regimented”. 

Ralph Winch, Professor of Physics, stated that 
he did not think that the Ph. D., as a re <‘arch 
degree, “should be tampered with”. He suggested 
that an alternate degree should_b^?stabiished 
for persons who are primarily 
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